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Where do you see Easter in the Southeast Conference? 
by Rev. Kim Wood 


| Jesus said to her, "|! am the Resurrection, and |!am 
Life: those who believe in me will live, even f they die; 
and those who are alive and believe in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?" 

John 11:25-26, TIB 


This is the question | asked at our SECUCC Staff 
Team meeting the other day, and it’s the question 
| ask you now. Where do you see resurrection? 
Where do you see new life? Where do you see 
things shifting in response to God's call for us as 
the Conference together to be Christ's disciples? 
Where do you see it in the unique ministries of our congregations and 
ministry settings as we support and nurture one another? 


Looking for signs of Jesus’ resurrection isn't always easy, even when they 
are right in front of us. Time and again, the disciples refused to believe he 
was alive. They didn’t believe it when some of their own saw Jesus and 
reported back. They didn’t believe it when Jesus was standing beside them, 
on aroad or in aroom. They didn't believe it even though the Prophets had 
said it would be so. When the world is filled with strife, when naysayers tell 
us it can’t be real, when all that we have been through builds a wall of 
denial around us, we often have to stop and focus, recenter ourselves, and 
then look through the eyes of faith. 


As we immerse ourselves in the Season of Easter that began on 
Resurrection Sunday and draws us along to Pentecost, | ask you to take 
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time to reflect on who we are together as the Southeast Conference, United 
Church of Christ. There have been many years of twists, turns, and 
transitions. But we have made a new start, entered into a new possibility 
(the theme of our recent Service of Installation on April 2nd). | invite you to 
take a look with clear eyes and share with me where you See the 
Resurrection and New Life in SECUCC. Email me at kwood@secucc.org. 


Send me a text or call me at 404-615-2492. Message me on Facebook or 
Instagram. Christ is risen! Do you believe this? 


News from the Conference Office 


2022 Annual Meeting is June 24-25 in Montgomery 


Registration is now open for the Southeast 
Conference's 2022 Annual Meeting, Reflecting eee tet he 


on Our Past, Focusing on Our Future. Our 
Annual Meeting will be a Hybrid Event with the 
ability to participate both Online and On-Site 
in Montgomery, AL. Community 
Congregational UCC, working with Unity UCC 
and First Congregational UCC, is our hosting 
congregation. We are excited to welcome Rev. 
Traci Blackmon as our Special Guest. Annual 
Meeting will have the opportunity to connect 
with folks around the conference, learn from 
one another through workshops, worship 
together with our opening and closing 
worship, and plan for the future of the 
Southeast Conference in our Annual Business 
Meeting. 


Annual Meeting will officially begin at 1 pm Central on June 24, but there 
are some pre-events that you can participate in, including visits to the 
Legacy Museum and the Rosa Park Museum in Montgomery. This year we 
are also bringing back our Youth Program at Annual Meeting for youth from 
6th to 12th grades. Their programing will begin Friday Morning on the 4th. 
We are also excited to offer programming and Childcare for kids 5th grade 
and under so that there is something for the whole family at Annual 
Meeting. 


To Register to participate -please go here: https://cvent.me/xvyQ33. 
Registration for the whole weekend is $110 or $50 for Youth. You can 
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register to participate for only one day as well. 


New Date for Installation of Rev. Evelyn Oliveria 


You are invited to join The Southeast Conference and Circular 
Congregational Church Ministry in Charleston SC on Sunday, May 8, 

2022, at their 11:00 am (Eastern) Worship Service for the Installation of Rev. 
Evelyn Oliveira as the Associate Pastor. You can participate online by 
worshiping through Circular’s YouTube Page here: 
https://youtu.be/3hz7qYqGbyc 


Ecclesiastical Council for Jess Cusick 


The Commission on Ministry and Kirkwood United Church of Christ 

invite you to the Ordination of Jess Cusick on Sunday, May 22, 2022, at 5 pm 
at Kirkwood UCC in Atlanta. You are invited to participate by joining us 
onsite or on Zoom. Jess is a Member in Discernment from Kirkwood United 
Church of Christ. She is a 2018 graduate of Candler School of Theology and 
currently serves as the Minister of Youth and Young Adults at Saint Mark 
United Methodist Church in Atlanta, GA. 


Clergy Zoom Connections for May 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesday, May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. 
Central); Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 
e Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, May 19 - 1:00 p.m. Eastern (12:00 noon Central) 
20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 
e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
Tuesday, May 24 - 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 
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Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2022. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of May 1 


Rush Memorial Congregational UCC; Atlanta, Georgia 
Mercy Packer-Monroe 

Patricia Hough 

Annette Nielsen 

Lisa Stewart 

Robert Eady 


Week of May 15 


Phoenix Christian Church; Wildersville, Tennessee 
LaCretia Bellamy 

Marcia Free 

Warner Noles 

Katharine Toledano 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy Trinity Community Church, 
Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; Pleasant Hill Community 
Church, Pleasant Hill TN; Peace Congregational, Clemson SC; Deer Lodge 
Congregational Church, Deer Lodge TN; Brookemeade Congregational, 
Nashville TN 
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News from our Local Congregations 


Joint Maundy Thursday Service with Birmingham UCC 
Churches 


During Holy Week, the four UCC 
congregations in Birmingham 
joined together for their annual 
Maundy Thursday worship. This 
year the service was hosted by 
Covenant and Pilgrim UCCs at the 
United Church Center. After a 
wonderful dramatic reading of the 
scriptures, Beloved'’s Pastor, Rev. 
Jennifer Sanders, lead off with an 
interactive reflection 

on “Communion: An Act of 
Community.” Next First's Pastor, 
Rev, Dorinda Broadnax, used Zoom 
to present her reflection 

on “Communion: A Means of 

Grace.” This was followed by 
Covenant’s Pastor, Rev. J R Finney 
Il, with a reflection on “Communion: 
A Commitment to God and Each 
Other.” Finally, Pilgrim’s Pastor, Rev. 
Paul Eknes-Tucker, led Holy 
Communion with a beautiful 
contemporary liturgy he wrote to 
the tune of Leonard Cohen's 
“Hallelujah.” 


Rev. Emily Bel Receives Lifetime Achievement Award 


COLGAY Pride, the Columbus, GA 
LGBTQ+ organization, recently 

awarded a Lifetime Achievement 
Award for Faith/Ministry/LGBTQ+ 
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Advocacy to Rev. Emily Bel, pastor 
of Forgiving Heart UCC. COLGAY 
Pride writes “Emily, you are a pillar 
upon which this community leans 
upon and who we all love, look up 
to, respect and adore. Your 
principals of unity and love and 
forgiveness is something we all 
need to strive to better ourselves 
within our souls, our minds, and 
our bodies. Thank you so much for 
all you have done, all you continue 
to do and all that you will do in the 
years ahead. The Columbus 
LGBTQ+ community owes so much 
to you and we are forever grateful 
and thankful to you.” Emily will 
receive the physical crystal award 
at the Columbus Pride Festival on 
June 4, 2022. 
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Birmingham Pastor Joins Lawsuit Filed to Challenge 
Law Criminalizing Transgender Medical Care 


Four Alabama parents are asking a federal court to stop SB184 from taking 
effect on May 8, saying the law strips them of the right to make important 
decisions about their children’s healthcare. SB184 punishes parents and 
their children’s doctors for providing gender-transitioning medical care. The 
punishment can include up to 10 years in prison. 


The new legal challenge, Rev. Eknes-Tucker v. Ivey was filed in the U.S. 
District Court for the Middle District of Alabama - Northern Division. 
Because the plaintiffs face criminal penalties and a loss of medical care for 
their children under SB184, they will ask the court to block the law from 
going into effect while their case against it proceeds. 


Read the full article on the Alabama Political Reporter website 


News from the Wider Church 
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4, Together! 


Strengthen the Church Offering 2022 


The Strengthen the Church offering supports the expansion of ministry and 
growth of UCC local congregations. Your support of this offering will help 
the UCC fulfill on its commitment to creating a just world for all by investing 
in new ministries and practices that meet the emerging needs of local 
communities. 


As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your 
generosity will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches 
and develop the spiritual life in our youth and young adults. Most 
congregations will receive the STC offering on Pentecost Sunday, June 5, 
2022. 


In addition to the materials available for digital download, congregations 
will be able to order free envelopes, bulletin inserts, and posters. 


Strengthen the Church offering supplies: 


Campaign Overview and Resource Pages 

4 Bulletin Inserts 

Reflection by Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer 

Original Poem by Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson 


Print Resources: 


e Envelopes (Not offered in packs-order any quantity needed) 
e Poster 22" x 17" (limited 1 per order) 
e 4 Bulletin Inserts 
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e All FREE with FREE shipping 


Trainings and Conferences 
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Healthy Boundary Training for 2022 


Healthy Boundary Training will be offered through Zoom again this year. 
The following courses will be offered in partnership with the Disciples of 
Christ Georgia Region. 


e May 6-7 - Healthy Boundaries 201: Beyond Basics and Into the 
Internet (Pre-req Healthy Boundaries 101) REGISTER 


An additional course of Healthy Boundaries 301 is in final development and 
will be offered in September. 


These trainings are offered Fridays from 1:45pm - 5:15pm, and Saturdays 
from 8:45am-12:15 pm. You must attend both sessions in order for the 
training to count toward Authorization Requirements for Ordained, 
Licensed, and Commissioned Ministers. The Fee is $75. 


The Commission on Ministry will also be offering a Healthy Boundaries 
Course for Retired ministers later in the year. 


A reminder that in order to maintain ministerial standing in the Southeast 
Conference of the UCC, an Authorized Minister must complete an approved 
Healthy Boundaries Course once every four years. Both Healthy Boundaries 
101 and 201 meet this requirement as does Healthy Boundaries for Retired 
Clergy unless a minister holds Exempt Status. If you have questions about 
these trainings, when you need training again, or Exempt Status, please 
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email BATraining@secucc.org. 


International 
OCD 
Foundation 


Thank you to our Scholarship Sponsor! 


Navigating OCD in Diverse Faith-Based Communities 


Faith @ OCD Conference 2022 
by Rev. Katie O'Dunne 


lam so excited to invite you (and KUCC...and the Southeast Conference!) to 
the 2022 Faith & OCD Conference (Monday, May 9 from 12-5PM ET via 
Zoom). | have spent the last 16 months facilitating work on faith and mental 
health with the International OCD Foundation, and our 2nd annual 
conference is a product of this work! 


lam proud to be the emcee of the event, along with speaking on various 
panels. My new organization that helps individuals live into their faith 
traditions while navigating evidence-based treatment for OCD (Faith & 
Mental Health Integrative Services) is also serving as the scholarship 
sponsor, so please know that we want this conference to be accessible to 
EVERYONE...with special programming for faith leaders, clinicians, and 
individuals with OCD! 


If you're wondering if this applies to your work as a faith leader...religious 
scrupulosity is incredibly common within faith communities, yet is often not 
recognized as a manifestation of OCD. This conference will help bring clergy 
and mental health professionals together as they collaborate on evidence- 
based treatments (like Exposure and Response Prevention) to give 
individuals the tools needed to reconnect with their faith traditions in 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=fad89aa707 Page 9 of 13 


SECUCC Conference Connection: May 1, 2022 2/20/23, 5:16 PM 


value-driven ways. On a personal level, this is the same evidence-based 
treatment that saved my life (Read My Sojourner's Article Here) and 
inspired me to dedicate my future to work/research on faith and OCD. 
Ultimately, this conference will help with collaboration in this area, giving 
individuals in various disciplines the tools to unite faith and mental health 
for those navigating OCD. 


Please share with faith leaders from all traditions, as we have worked to 
make this conference inclusive from an interfaith perspective. It would also 
be a fantastic event for seminary students preparing to tackle issues of 
faith/mental health within their individual ministry contexts. 


Get details & register at iocdf.org/2022faithconference. 


Come All Ye Who Are Weary Prayer Retreat 


Garden of Grace UCC in Columbia, SC welcomes our Southeast Conference 
family to join them for a time of retreat! Details are in the flyer below, and 
here is a link to register. 
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“COME ALL WHO ARE WEARY” 


THE REV. DR. REGINA MOORE 
RETREAT LEADER 


KELLIE MEDLEY 
WORSHIP LEADER 


SATURDAY MAY 7 1-4 PM 


REV. MERIANNA NEELY HARRELSON, PASTOR 
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2022 Southern Region Women's Retreat 


Make plans to join In-Person on October 14 - 16, 2022 at Camp Weed and 
Cerveny Conference Center, 11057 Camp Weed Place Live Oak, Florida 
32060. More details at uccfla.org/floridauccwomen. 
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Conference Calendar 


May 3 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


May 6 @ 8:45 am - 12:15 pm EDT 
Healthy Boundaries 201: Beyond Basics 


May 8 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Installation of Rev. Evelyn Oliveira 


May 10 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


May 12 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 
Board of Directors Meeting 


May 17 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


May 19 @ 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm EDT 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


May 19 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm EDT 
Commission on Ministry Meeting 


May 22 @ 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm EDT 
Ordination of Haley Lerner 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secucc.org 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 
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Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.« 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@sex 
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